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Ozet

Manas destan1 Kirgizlar’in gegmisten giiniimiize kadar uzanan tarihi olaylarim
edebi dlgiilerde bizlere ulastiran kiiltiirel bir degerdir. Bir halkin maneviyatinin, tarihi ve
estetik varliginin milli duygular ¢ergevesinde edebi sahaya yansimasi olan destanlar,
milli kiiltiiriin ve tarihin ortak degerleri igerisinde onemli bir yer tutmaktadir. Bu
baglamda Kirgiz tarihinin siirsel ifadesi olarak da tanimlayabilecegimiz ‘“Manas
Destan1” biitlin Tirk diinyasini ayni1 koklerde bulusturacak degerlerden biri olarak ayri
bir yere sahiptir. Manas Destant Kirgizlar in yasayis bicimini, duygu ve diigiincelerini,
tarihini, onlarin dis diismanlara karsi verdikleri miicadeleyi, diinya goriislerini, sosyal
ve ruh diinyalarint yansitan gelenek ve goreneklerini ahlak ve din telakkilerini anlatan
bir Kirgiz mecmuasi gibidir. Destanda Kirgiz halkini han olarak yoneten Manasin
babas1 Cakiptan baslayarak ondan sonraki nesilleri olan Manas, Manasin ogulu
Semetey ve onun oglu Seytek’in Esenkan, Konurbay, Con Kete gibi Kalmuk-Cin
hanlariyla aralarinda gegen savaslar anlatilir ve Kiwrgizlar'in bagimsizlik girisimleri
aktarihir. Arastirmamizda destanda anlatildigr sekliyle Kirgizlar’'in sosyal yapisi
incelenerek, Ortagagda onlarin yonetim sistemleri, hak ve hukuk meseleleri ve de sosyal
tabakalari hakkinda bir yargi olusturulmasi amaglanmaktadir.
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Abstract

The epic of Manas is a cultural value that brings the historical events of the
Kyrgyz from past to present within the scope of literary measures. The epics, which are
the reflection of a people's spirituality, historical and aesthetic existence in the literary
field within the framework of national feelings, have an important place in the common
values of national culture and history. In this context, Tiirk Manas Epic "which can be
defined as the poetic expression of Kyrgyz history has a special place as one of the
values which will bring the whole Turkish world together in the same roots. The Epic of
Manas is like a Kyrgyz magazine which tells the ways of the life and customs of the
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Kyrgyz, their feelings and thoughts, their history, their struggle against external
enemies, their world views, their social and spiritual world, their morality and religion.
Cakap, the father of Manas, who ruled the Kyrgyz people as a khan, discusses the future
generations of Manas, son of Manas Semetay and his son Seyitek, the wars between the
Kamuk-Chinese khans such as Esenkan, Konurbay and Chon Kete, and the attempts of
indepence of the Kyrgyz. The aim of this study is to examine the social structure of the
Kyrgyz as described in the epic, and to establish a judiciary about their management
systems, rights and law issues and their social strata in the Middle Ages.
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